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fested, Shivaji plunged his wagh-nakhs into
the side of the Khan in self-defence.
The Mamomedan chroniclers charge
Shivaji with treachery, and allege that it
was Shivaji who first struck Afzul Khan
fiercely in the stomach with the concealed
tiger-claws, and despatched him with an
expeditious blow of the dagger, before the
Khan could recover himself from his sur-
prise. Thus, the Hindu and Mahomedan
chroniclers differ vastly in their accounts.
Consequently, all attempts at disinterring
the truth from under the debris of racial
prejudices are bound to failure more or less
complete. Besides, it may be borne in mind,
that when two capable and ambitious
political opponents, suspicious of each
other's motives and determined to nonplus
each other, meet in a secret conference and
one of them is found dead and the other
remaining almost unscathed, it is the survi-
vor who is generally accused of treachery.
At any rate that is the fate of Shivaji. One
cannot, however, help remarking that the
Shivaji-Afzul Khan episode is one of those
historical mysteries that bid fair to remain
unsolved till the end of time.
The success of Shivaji in the combat
against Afzul Khan raised him to the
position of a national hero; the